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for an explanation. The Duke of Norfolk, she said, had com-
mission to inquire into the matter and to send the offender as a
prisoner to London; but she could not do to Winter, a man of
credit and a principal officer, that which she would not do to a
jew, namely condemn him without answer. Needless to say,, the
young Admiral was left in the Forth to carry on his blockade.

The Elizabethan navy had done its task in its first enterprise
with complete efficiency and no fuss, under the command of a
young man. The French fared differently. At the beginning of
December they had lost four ships and a thousand men, and
now the same storm that caught and delayed Winter's ships
smashed up their main fleet with the long-awaited army aboard.
Four vessels and two thousand men, it was said, were lost and
the rest driven back to port.

It was as good as a battle won, and gave Elizabeth another
welcome breathing space. Cecil fretted at the slowness of the
pace:e We seek peace so long as it may be endured.* But every
time his mistress put the question whether the Scots could drive
the French out by themselves, the answer came with convincing
certainty: they could not. Early in February 1560 the country
was alive with preparations for war, and each day the Queen
was to be seen - a fine sight - exercising with the train bands,
mounted on a Neapolitan courser. Gresham, her financial agent,
was in the Netherlands raising a great loan and secretly buying
up and dispatching huge quantities of powder and munitions,
described in his letters as velvets and crimson satins. He even
managed to get hold of two thousand corselets from the royal
armoury at Mechlin, which caused no little ado when they were
missed. On 27 February the situation advanced another stage
with the Treaty of Berwick. Elizabeth took Scotland under her
protection in order to save its freedom and liberties, and agreed
to open intervention; the rebel Scots for their part undertook
to send help should the French invade England. A month later
the English army advanced into Scotland.

Philip II now intervened. Poor man I he was in a quandary.
He did not want Elizabeth to annex Scotland, and much less
France to annex England. Nor did he want the Scots to get